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FIGURE 1-1 Ports that responded to AAPA survey.

cause most general cargo now moves by container, and because al-
most all general cargo will move by container within the next two
decades, the discussion and tables in this report feature the 25 general
cargo ports in the survey that currently handle more than 90 percent
of container movements. The ports in the survey that moved 30,000
or more containers in 1990 are included in the subsequent analyses of
container ports. All but one of the container ports in the United States
that meet this criterion responded to the AAPA survey; hence, the
results can be assumed to be accurate in depicting the ways in which
officials at container ports view their access problems.

Many of the ports included in the container port classification are
also major bulk and neo-bulk commodity ports (Table 1-1). (Bulk
cargo refers to liquid and dry commodities moved in ship-load lots
such as petroleum products, coal, and grain. The term "neo-bulk" is
often used for commodities such as automobiles and lumber.) The
ports of New York and New Jersey, Los Angeles, Long Beach, and
Seattle, for example, were the top four container ports in 1990 (they
handled more than 700,000 containers); they also rank among the 10
largest ports for noncontainerized cargo. Almost all of the survey
respondents classified as container ports also move commodities